
Vista del Lago High School 

Advanced Placement English Literature & Composition//2018-2019 

Course Description// 
The College Board’s website states the 

purpose of the course quite well:  “The AP 

English Literature and Composition course is 

designed to engage students in the careful 

reading and critical analysis of imaginative 

literature.  Through the close reading of 

selected texts, students can deepen their 

understanding of the ways writers use 

language to provide both meaning and 

pleasure for their readers.  As they read, 

they will consider a work’s structure, style, 

and themes, as well as such smaller-scale 

elements as the use of figurative language, 

imagery, symbolism, and tone.”  

Course Goals//In the short term, 

this course is designed to prepare students 

to demonstrate their reading and writing 

proficiency by taking and passing the 

Advanced Placement Examination in 

Literature and Composition in May.  More 

importantly, the long term goals of this 

course are to enable students to learn at a 

rate commensurate with their ability; to 

deal with material that intellectually 

mature students find engaging; to refine 

reading and writing skills important for 

success—not only in college—but also in 

the business and professional world; and 

to cultivate habits of reading, writing, and 

thinking that characterize life-long learning 

and enjoyment of the discipline.  

Classroom Rules//Students are 

expected to behave appropriately to 

help produce an environment that is 

conducive to learning for all. 

Attendance// Regular attendance is 

critical for success in this or any endeavor. 

While it is possible to succeed without 

being in class, nothing can replicate a class 

discussion if it is missed.  Just as with any 

absence, it is the responsibility of the 

student to ask about any missed materials 

and work.  If a student is aware of a 

deadline before the absence, especially 

for a summative assignment, s/he should 

turn it in electronically. 

Tardies// The school policy will be enforced. 

Staying Connected//Students will have access to all materials and a daily agenda through 

Schoolwires.  Additionally, your teacher will use Remind to send out the day’s homework.  Major assignment 

due dates will be posted on the calendar. Grades will be updated at least once per week.  

Materials// The following are 

recommended:  a 1-1.5 inch binder with 6-7 
tabs, plenty of binder paper, pens/pencils, your 

text, planner, and a fully-functioning brain.   

Please let your teacher know if you need help 

with any of these materials. 

You are financially responsible for any and all  

books and materials provided to you.  This 

includes both loss and damage.  



Calculation of Grades//In a balanced assessment system, both formative and summative assessments are 

essential as tools for gathering and reporting student achievement.  However, formative assessments are used for practice, 
skill development and guiding instruction, whereas summative assessments are used as a final measure of student learning 

at the end of a unit or period of instruction.    

The Final Exam// Final 

examinations are mandatory at Vista 

del Lago High School and will not be 

scheduled early for any reason. 

Students who miss their final exams will 

be issued a grade of “Incomplete” for 

the semester. Students are required to 

make-up missed final exams during the 

first 2 weeks of the following semester 

in order to replace the “I” or with a 

letter grade. It is the student’s 

responsibility to contact the teacher to 

arrange a make-up appointment. 

Failure to do so will result in a failing 

semester grade or of a grade 

calculated without final exam included.  

Formative Assessments will make 

up no more than 10% of a student’s final 
grade and will include any graded 
learning assessments used as a diagnostic 

assessment of student’s learning.    

Method of 
Evaluation//
Six-Point 

Scale 
 
See Six-Point 
Scale link for 
more detailed 
information about 
the grading scale 

in this course. 

 

 

Summative Assessments will 

make up no less than 90% of a 
student’s grade.  These assessments 
are end of unit measures and major 
performance tasks. Summative 
assessments occur after a student has 
had sufficient instruction and practice 
and is prepared to demonstrate 
mastery—this includes major quizzes, 
tests, final drafts of essays, projects, 

and semester finals. 

Citizenship// The 

following will be used to 

determine your citizenship 

grade:  attendance and 

contribution to class 

discussion, following 

directions, following school 

and classroom rules, as well 

as your demeanor toward 

your instructor, fellow 

classmates, and substitutes. 

Homework//Extra Credit//Late Passes// Homework will be assigned frequently, usually to help 

prepare for the next day’s discussion/lesson.  If students don’t do the homework, they will not be able to participate fully.  
No extra credit is offered—the way to excel in this class is to do all the work as it is assigned.  Students will, however, be 
issued two formative and two summative passes, which will enable them to turn in two assignments this Term late without 

penalty.  With teacher permission, a pass may also be used for an essay revision. 

Academic Dishonesty Policy// 
See Vista’s website for a copy of the Academic 

Integrity Contract. 

Conferences//A Personal Note// We are in this together as a team:  parents, students, and teachers.  

We are  happy to meet with students individually if they feel stressed about course content or 
grades at a mutually convenient time.  All we ask is that students advocate for themselves, as they 
will have to do very shortly in college and life!  If you have questions or concerns, please email us 

at tfuentes@fcusd.org or jmann@fcusd.org.  

Please acknowledge you’ve read this!// 
Course Expectations Signature Page 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q89-38NsNc0FgGo9lBGzR238lqmTkuldOR6XSJcFFqI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q89-38NsNc0FgGo9lBGzR238lqmTkuldOR6XSJcFFqI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/fcusd.org/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdhBets6y2GaXr_PVx2W1ouU5dAtAX1jnRv4CpQ36YzbLOMjQ/viewform

